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Swan
Swans are beautiful white birds that live next to large ponds and lakes.
Habitat – Swans can be found in Europe, UK, North America and Russia. They live in areas that are marshy or next to water.
Size – The Mute Swan (common in the UK) is 145-160 cms tall and weighs 10-12 kilos. It has a wing span of 208-238 cms.
Appearance – Swans have long necks, black beaks and black webbed feet. Their bodies are covered with thick white feathers to keep out the cold.
Diet – Swans eat water plants such as pond weed. They dive down into the water to get to the plants including the roots. The cygnets eat small insects that are found on the surface of the water.
Young - The female lays 5-6 white eggs in a large nest made of grass, rots and reeds. The nest is lined with soft swan feathers. The young birds are called cygnets.
Interesting fact – The male is called a cob and the female is called a pen. They mate for life.
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